David,
CHOP sold its patent for $182 million. This information was made publicly available and was
published in the Philadelphia Inquirer at the time. The inventors, Fred Clark, Stan Plotkin, and
me split 10 percent of that three ways. This means that we each received about $6 million. It was
a ridiculous amont of money and certainly far more than any of us needs, but it is also a far cry
from what has been claimed.
But the part that hurts the most is the continued claim that we did this for the money. I don’t
know any scientist who does it for the money (you certainly don’t make much in salary). You do
it because it’s fun and because you think you can contribute. And the reward for creating a
vaccine was also never financial. The reward was watching this vaccine dramatically reduce the
incidence of rotavirus hospitalizations in the US and now getting to watch the vaccine enter the
developing world in countries like Mali, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Ghana, and Nicaragua. That’s
why we did it.
It hurts to watch people slander me the way they do. They just don’t know me. Or any of us that
work so hard to get a technology like the rotavirus vaccine to the countries where it will save the
most lives.
Paul

Dear Kim,
Thanks for the support. At some point those who believe that vaccines cause autism will realize
that I’m not their problem. The data are their problem. But I guess, absent supportive data, it’s
easier and more satifying to attack me (I would also like to point out that I didn’t do any of these
studies that exonerated vaccines as a cause of autism; I just explain them to the media).
Although it might sound crazy, I take some solace in the fact that those who oppose vaccines
continue to get the facts wrong. It’s somewhat reassuring to know that they hate me for the
wrong reasons. And the Huffington Post blog by James Moore, a well-respected journalist, is
completely off the mark. I would have expected more.
1) I am not a paid consultant to Merck.
2) I never “voted myself rich” while I was on the ACIP. RotaTeq came up for a vote in 2006,
three years after I was no longer a voting member. And even if I were a member, I wouldn’t have
been allowed to vote. Further, I consistently declared my potential conflict. Although some
people may find this hard to believe, I’m actually proud to be the co-inventor of the rotavirus
vaccine and was more than happy to declare this at the beginning of every meeting.
3) What (the hell) does being the co-inventor of a vaccine have to do with standing up for the
science of vaccine safety. It certainly doesn’t affect my financial position one way or the other. I
do it because I think that children are getting hurt by all of this (the same reason I went into
pediatrics and worked on vaccines). The logic of the anti-vaccine folks escapes me here. Let me
see if I’ve got this right; I invent a vaccine that can save as many as 2,000 lives a day so that I
can make money so that I can lie about vaccine safety so I can hurt children.
4) I do not receive salary support or laboratory support from the Hilleman endowed chair. Five
percent of that endowment does go to support members of our division, but not me.
5) I never received one penny of the $350,000 claimed in the Burton report. All of that money
went to Dr. Fred Clark. I was totally supported by grants to NIH.
I really do appreciate your support, Kim. Few seem to be willing to stand up for me. And it does
occasionally get me down. But mostly it just makes me angrier and more determined to hang in
there.
Best,
Paul

